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And much more in this

The Newsletter of the

Delaware Valley Model A Ford Club, Inc.
Founded in 1958

Who are we:

The Klaxon is the monthly newsletter of the Delaware Valley Model
“A” Ford Club, Inc. and is circulated to all club members and other
interested clubs. The club meets on the first Thursday of each month
at 7:30pm at Daley’s Service Center, 2749 Bristol Pike, Bensalem, PA
19020.

If you wish to contribute articles for publication in the Klaxon please

do so by submitting them to the editor Jim Maier. Other pertinent infor-

mation can be obtained from the officers.
Technical and historical questions are encouraged and we’ll do our
best to get the answers. Questions can be submitted via

E-Mail at: M2116x6@comcast.net.

Club Officers

President - Ted Kulesza 215-901-4305
Vice President - Joe Chamberlain 215-385-4989
Secretary - Don Fortune 215-698-1256
Treasurer — Don O’Hara 215-338-6368
Editor - Jim Maier 267-918-2078
National Director — Mike Etling 610-505-4504
Activities/Parades - Ted Etling 215-802-8622

http:/imvww.dvmarfc.org/
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Up Coming Events

. 4/7/2016 Monthly Meeting at Daley’s
President’s Message Service Center

4/23/2016 Hellertown Show

: Happy Birthdays for
Greetings:
: April 2016!
, | hope that everyone has turned
"M their clocks up, and lost an hour of sleep
‘gp--" like me ! Spring is here an | am looking
forward to getting our " A " out in the nice  Jack Fritsch 4
weather. Let's put together a couple of
Tours for this summer and have some fun !l. This coming
meeting we will have our model A parts, tools and auto Lorrie Smith 18

Marcy Jones 14

relat_ed_ items up for au_cti(_)n_ so don't forget to bring them; Peg LaForgia 19

and if time allows we will finish up the DVD on Henry Ford. ) i

Looking forward to seeing you all at the meeting. Jim Maier 19
Barbara Joan Russell 29

All the best,
Jed

Editor’s Message

Hello everyone:

With Spring here the show list is

IS growing. We have Hellertown Model A Ford

=% Show, Spring Englishtown and Carlisle and

many more smaller shows. The saying goes....So many
shows, so little time.

The editorial staff is still looking for “then and now” photos
of your Model “A” Fords for the newsletter. Submissions
can be via email, snail mail, carrier pigeon or in person.
Original photos can be scanned and returned.

Get your extra parts ready for our auction at our
next meeting. Tech sessions are requested for future
meetings. Does anyone have a topic that they would vol-
unteer for? If so, please let Ted know so that we can
schedule it.

See you on the 7th!  Jim



UPCOMING LOCAL AUTO RELATED EVENTS

From Hemmings Motor News and other sources

See enclosed club event listing for our club events

Antique Car & Parts Auction Event
April 09, 2016 9 am - 4 pm

Auctioning many Model A Ford cars, WW2 Jeep, '32 Ford V8, 63' Falcon Conv. to name just a few, &
THOUSANDS of car parts for Model A, T, Ford V8, and other makes. Auction Preview: Friday, April 8th,
2016, 9am-4pm, or by appointment, contact us

Model A, T, Ford V8 and other old car parts, Many in box lots, and auctioned off individually.

List of car part highlights: Roadster tops (2), phaeton & roadster top mechanisms, “in the box new” Le-
Baron Bonney “A” roadster seats/upholstery. Many Model A doors, fenders & running boards, aprons,
bumpers, lights: head-cowl-stop-fog-spot, horns, coils, carburetors, generators & starters, water pumps, “A”
brass sparkplugs, wheels, Model A & T drums, tires, tractors, engines and blocks, transmissions, chassis,
frames and complete cars.

Location:
Wamsleys Texaco Garage, 52 Harding Hwy Rt 40
Upper Pittsgrove NJ, 08318

Cost: no charge for admission, see auction terms

To Register: call Lee Fox at 609-970-5163

Hellertown Model A Show & Swap Meet
Saturday April 23, 2016 9am to 3pm

Hosted by: Hellertown Historic Society & Lehigh Valley Model A Club
No car or entrance fee. Vendor spaces $10.00 donation requested.
Grist Mill Park on West Walnut Street Hellertown, PA

Contact: Nelson Chegezy 610-867-4395 or email: nsc0646@verizon.net

Spring Carlisle

Apr 20-24, 2016

Carlisle Fairgrounds

Adult Admission: Daily Wed.- Sat. $10 / Sun $7 / Event Pass $30
Gate Times: Wed.-Sat. 7am-6pm , Sun. 7am-3pm

Auctions Dates: Thursday & Friday, 3-10pm

Spring Catrlisle, a collector and classic car swap meet, car corral and auction is held each April in Amer-
ica’s Automotive Hometown, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.




Delaware Valley Model A Ford Club
2016 Yearly Calendar of Events

January

7 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

February
4 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

March
3 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

April
7 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s
23 — Hellertown Model A Show

May
S5 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

23 — Bensalem / Croydon Parades

June
2 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

July

4 — Lawncrest Parade — 8:30 Form up

4 — Cheltenham Parade — 11:00 Form up
TBD - Pennypack Parade

7 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

August
4 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

September

1 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s
10 - International Model A Ford Day
TBD - Club Banquet

October
6 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s
S5 — 8 — Hershey AACA Meet

November
3 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s
TBD - Bristol Township Parade

December
1 — Club Meeting — 7:30pm Daley’s

Please advise the editorial staff of any additional events, as well as any changes.



A law firm that considers it

. 4 I

privilege to help you.

o=
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death | Workers' Compensation | Estate Planning, Probate, & Estate Administration
Family Law | Real Estate Law | Business Law | Criminal Law | Municipal Law | School Law | Elder Law

BEGLEY, CARLIN & MANDIO, LLP

Serving Bucks County residents and businesses for all their legal needs.

680 Middletown Boulevard | Langhorne, PA 19047 | 215-750-0110 ® 123 W. Bridge Street | New Hope PA 18938 | 215-862-0701
www.begleycarlin.com

OreN Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:00

Hemy o Alltowator Exvchange, nc.

STARTERS - ALTERNATORS L SALES Dan Marseglia
(REBUILT OR EXCHANGED) M Tanks President
Electrical Short Specialist

Phone: 215-355-0585 DLMSalesLLC@hotmail.com
Fax: 215-396-0924 1712 BROWNSVILLE ROAD P.0. Box 696 Phone: (215) 570-4494
henryalt@ net T

N N henrysatematorcom o 1 oooo  Langhorne, PA 19047 pay: (215) 405-2538

ey “ONE MILE AHEAD”
THOMAS J. ROBERTS & DAUGHTERS  S=55." 4 S22 7 e Hrrees
REGISTERED PLUMBING & HEATING

(215) 744-7179

Antique Auto Parts |
60 Wisconsin 5t., W. Columbia, SC 29170 !

803/822-4141 FAC

(NS
Quality Pars . - :
Same Day Shipping -~ ;i
Established 1972 \ﬁ\ o [
REG. #3300 156 Page Catalog <%
Order Desk B00-222-1928 \

& = Es-




l Insturance & Surety Bonds Since 1929
£ www.brucebeaton.com

Greg Longs Gym —
85 EAST STREET RD. « FEASTERVILLE, PA 19047 \j\ Janice L. Gill

UNDER MICHAELS CRAFT & FLORAL

215-364-1168 W Bruce Beaton Account Mana

A ger

* 10 M SQ FT WORKOUT AREA « NAUTILUS EQUIPMENT C I ianice@b b
* 5 TONS OF FREE WEIGHTS *» HAMMER STRENGHT ompany Inc. janice@brucebeaton.com

* CARDIO EQUIPMENT * KAISER AIR MACHINE

*« BODY MASTERS « TANNING BEDS MLG Business Center
* PRO-SHOP * PERSONAL TRAINING 1390 Industrial Blvd. 4501 Route 42, Suite 7
Southampton, PA 18966  Turnersville, NJ 08012
215.942.2800 B856.728.7351
FREE WORKOUT WITH THIS CARD 215.942.2882 (fax) 856.728.7355 (fax)

RA I l ON , S Fire Alarm - Security - C.C.T.V. - Card Access
Phone & Date Line Services

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS
: '—"—::_ : v 800-255-1929 Phone CUSTON{E%‘%EQQMSEERVICES

www.brattons.com LANGHORNE, PA.
(215) 752-9777

800-774-1930 Fax
1606 Back Acre Circle

Mount Airy, MD 21771 Fully Insured 24 Hour Monitoring
A. John Korhonen Services & Sales

Your source for Quality Model A Ford Parts since 1976

SERVICE & REPAIR

Specializing In The
Model “A” Ford

Model “T” Ford ¢ Early Ford V 8

. 100 SPRING VALLEY WAY MICHAEL T. ETLING
ASTON, PA 19014 610-505-4504




Saturday, April 23, 2016 * 9 am to 3 pm

Event is Bain or Shine

Hellertown
Show & Swap

In conjunction with Saucon Valley History Day
Hosted by: Hellertown Historical Society & Lehigh Valley Model A Ford Club

ALL A Fords Welcomed

* NO Car or Entrance Fee * Local PA History -
* Technical Sessions * Swap Meet *» Concessions *
* Mill Tours * All Types of Model “A” Cars *

**Swap meet spots are a $10 Donation * Maodel A and Early Ford Parts Only*™

Grist Miu Pﬂrk GIPS Userss ] 50 West Walont 5o, Hellertown, PAMS055.

Located on West Walnut Sereet nght off Roote 412 (Muin Srrecr), Hellerioan, PA ,

BSTP your A" space or club: Nelson Chegesy, Lehigh Valley
610.867.4395 ar nsc0646(0verigon. net Model A Club

Z-Designs ® iimavackiTlgmail com




MARC Members Everywhere...

The Hudson Valley Region invites you to attend the

2016 MARC National Tour

September 20 — 22
in one of the most historic and scenic areas in all of New York State.
These Activities Pages include:
Registration, Indemnity & Tour forms
Club Contact & Hotel Information
Activity List and Highlight Sketches

Early entry is worth doing (it saves you $$$$$). Registration postmarked no later than
July 1stis just $52 (per car). After that, it's $75 (no registrations after August 1st). But
even more important, in order to make this event as enjoyable as possible, we are lim-
iting participation to 250 cars. So late registrants may miss seeing the beauty in our lit-
tle corner of the world and the many Tours we’ve planned to show it off!

Please note: Cancellations prior to August 1st are subject to a $20.00 fee. Sorry, no re-
funds of Registration fees will be granted after August 1st.

—,
L/

tissicn ™ We look forward to seeing you!

Please Note:

The complete info packet for this invite is 15 pages, too
many to print here. It is available on our website at
www.dvmafc.org or contact the editor for a copy.




TIMING LEVER OPERATION
(or Divide by Five)

By Al Blatter, Highland, Michigan

The one thing we all heard as we prepared for our first
Model “A” driving attempt was a commandment something
like, “RETARD the spark before you try to start the engine.”
When we had enough Model “A” driving experience to feel
somewhat relaxed, sooner or later we forgot to retard the
spark. The Model “A” immediately provided us with a lesson
that is never forgotten. Unfortunately, after the first command-
ment about starting, the next timing lever instructions became
somewhat vague and depended on who was instructing. Most
Model “A” drivers have found that when driving down the
road at a steady speed, setting the timing at full advance or
full retard does not feel right. Somewhere between these two
extremes is better, but where? In the following I want to sug-
gest a method that seems to work well, is simple and has some
technical basis to support it.

The Model “A” steering column sleeve upper end has an
indented quadrant with twelve indentations that result in twelve
possible positions for the timing lever. If we call the full retard
position as Notch #1, then the full advance position is Notch
#12. The notches should be distinct enough so that you can
feel them as you move the lever and be able to count them.
It is necessary that you know what notch the lever is in by
feel only. Now, let’s assume you are cruising down the road
at a steady speed in third gear.

Divide by Five Rule: The timing lever should be in the notch
number which is the speedometer reading divided by five.

Notch # =MPH
5

Thus, if the cruising speed is 35 MPH, the timing lever
should be in Notch #7. Or if the speed is 50 MPH, Notch
#10 would be right. Or, if you are cruising the Drive-In at
15 MPH, Notch #3 should impress the locals. This is an easy
rule to remember and only requires that you know what notch
the timing lever is in. When you change to a new cruise speed,
you should move the lever to the new notch position required.
If you forget what notch the lever is in, simply move the lever
to Notch #12 or Notch #1, whichever is closer, and recount
to the notch given by the Divide by Five Rule.

This simple timing rule is based on the fact that the
combustion process is not instantaneous and that the spark
timing must be proportionately advanced as engine speed
increases. You may find on a long steep hill that a few
notches toward retard may feel smoother. If pinging or spark
knock occurs, retard the timing as necessary to eliminate the
knock.

This timing adjustment method requires that some mechanical
conditions of the ignition timing controls be checked and

corrected to factory recommendations. The speedometer
should be reasonably truthful also. The following three steps
should be taken:

1. Adjust the timing lever output arm so that the distributor
plate arm moves the full width of the slot in the distributor
body when the timing lever moves through its full range. See
page 480 of the Service Bulletins. It may be necessary to
adjust the length of the control rod that connects the distributor
and the steering column.

2. Adjust the spark timing so that full retard is at Top Dead
Center. Follow the instructions on page 346 of the Service
Bulletins.

3, Set the spark plug gaps to 035 in. minimum. A gap of
046 in. is better. See page 454 of the Service Bulletins.

The timing lever operation described above is easy for
steady cruising speeds but when accelerating in first and
second gear, you don’t have enough hands to steer, shift and
adjust the timing. The Model “A” transmission ratio is one-
to-one in third gear. It is very close to two-to-one in second
gear and three-to-one in first gear. In other words, the engine
runs three times faster in first gear than in third gear at the
same car speed. Therefore, if you plan to shift out of first
at 15 MPH, set the timing lever lever in Notch #9. This is
calculated easily since 15 divided by 5, times 3 (for first gear)
equals Notch #9. Similarly, if you plan to shift out of second
at 25 MPH, Notch #10 is calculated. This is 25 divided by
5, times 2 which equals Notch #10. In practice I suggest you
set the lever in Notch #9 and accelerate through first and
second gears, then with the car in third gear, readjust the
timing lever to the notch that corresponds to the cruise speed
you establish. As the late Murray Fahnestock said in one of
his books, “The experienced Model “A” driver will be
constantly readjusting the spark timing lever to match the
prevailing driving conditions.”

It is interesting to conjecture, why the Ford engineers
selected twelve notches in the first place. Is it possible that
somebody already thought of the Divide by Five Rule a long
time ago? Try it, I think you will like it.

Editor’s Note: Al Blatter is a member of both the Oak Leaf
Region and the Livingston “A’" Region and has been
involved with Model ‘A’s’’ since 1946. In the January-
February 1983 issue of the Model “A” News he showed us
how to test the Zenith carburetor jets with a simple test
fixture using water as the test fluid. He retired in January
1991 and spends his time driving his 1931 Tudor, restoring
carburetors and giving tech talks at various Model *A’" clubs.

S
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HORN BUTTON

MAKE THAT HORN BLOW!
By Bill Artzberger, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

I have been driving my 1929 Model “A” Tudor for six years.
It was restored from the frame up. This included an inspec-
tion, cleaning, lubricating and painting of the HORN. After
all, how can you show off your Model “A™ without blowing
its famous horn?

A lot of attention was given to the horn and it was pre-
tested over and over again using a battery and some test leads
to complete the electrical circuit. It blew magnificently! I was
certain it would work well when the car was completed.

Just as many other Model “A” owners have discovered, their
horns only blow when the horns want to! It was embarrass-
ing. It would seldom blow in parades and never when the
grandchildren said, “Blow the horn, Grandfather!”

Oh, yes, it would blow if I pressed the button just right
and in a certain way or position. And it always blew after
I added a new button switch under the dash on the steering
column.

Six years of horn frustration was enough!

It was obvious that the problem was somewhere in the con-
tacts in the steering column. The probable reason that this
area was not previously investigated is that it takes time and
effort to lower the steering column enough to pull the entire
horn rod from the steering column. (This is not necessary
if you have an “A” with a removable top.)

At first, I wondered how I would be able to remove the
wire from inside of the horn rod. Soon, it was apparent that
it had a solder joint on the bottom end of the rod.

Using a 100 watt Weller soldering gun, the solder joint was
carefully undone.. with care not to melt or otherwise damage
the plastic insulator. Further, a small brass cap (washer) was
discovered within the insulator. This small brass cap has a
hole in it. It is soldered to the horn wire and the solder makes
the contact with the center of the headlight switch. This could
be a cause of a horn not blowing in some cases.

HORN BUTTON END

——

FACTORY CRIMP HORN ROD

PLASTIC INSULATOR ~ SPRING

POOR CONTACT AREAS

However, 1 was satisfied, after a careful inspection, that
this was not the reason that my horn would not blow.

After withdrawing the entire length of wire, I noticed there
was a factory crimp made at the point where the wire was
connected to the horn contact pin. Both the wire insulation
and the contact pin looked burned (black).

This was the culprit. After some 55 years, a high resistance
connection developed at this point. A tug with a pair of long
nose pliers separated the wire from the contact pin.

A thorough cleaning of both the brass contact pin and the
copper wire was made using phosphoric acid (Metal-Prep).
Household vinegar should also do the job. The wire and the
pin were carefully scraped until the metal was bare. Using
rosin-core solder, the new connection was made.

The underside of the horn button was cleaned with steel
wool. Before re-assembling the horn button, I built up the
horn button contact with a new “‘glob” of solder so the but-
ton had to be pushed only one-half as far as previously.

Everything was re-assembled in the reverse order of tak-
ing it apart. A new ‘“glob” of rosin-core solder was added
to the lower end of the wire to help make a tighter connec-
tion at the inner section of the head light switch.

After making the battery connection and checking to see
that everything was normally in place, the *“moment of truth”
arrived. Would the horn blow...or not?

Gingerly, I pressed the button. Hallelujah! It blew..and blew
every time I pressed the button. I tried it 10 times, 15 times,
20 times.

My wife and grandchildren came running into my garage
thinking I had gone berserk. I had each of them try it. It blew
every time, just as ol’ Henry planned it.

The horn has worked perfectly for over a month. And each
time I try it, I wonder how anything so simple could have
caused me so much frustration for six years! -

e}

LIGHT SWITCH END

1 WIRE TO HORN
HORN ROD  PLASTIC INSULATOR | 5eateD N
LIGHT SWITCH




Custom
Buﬂdmg

124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558 C b
email: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com a lnetl'y
Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866 _
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453) ' Thomas Smith

215.817.3109

858 Sackettsford Road ]
Ivyland, Pennsylvania 18974 S amieg

.Spec:ahsmg in 1928 - 1931 Model A Ford Par!‘s

215-638-1820 State Inspection
215-639-9803 Emission Testing
Fax 215-638-9392 Towing

DALEY SERVICE CENTER
Auto & Truck Repair

2749 Bristol Pike
Bensalem, PA 19020

®

JOHN DALEY ENTERPRISES, INC.

7”665 g@m HAGERTY'S PRE-WAR SPECIALIST
I’'M JUST YOUR AVERAGE

9-YEAR-OLD

Ever feel like you were born in the wrong era? Jonathan, Hagerty's pre-
war car specialist, does. He drove a ‘30 Model A every day for a year.
Jonathan's just one of our many specialists, here to make sure our clients

get the knowledge and service they expect.

An absurd dedication to collector cars. It's another reason why if you have
a classic, you belong with H‘f{gerty.

(HAGERTY)

| WWW.HAGERTY.COM “S————"

877-922-1706

The Classic Car Insurance Specialists |



Model ‘A’ Engine Production

Page 12 After March 1932
Neshaminy Anti_ Mid-March 1932 — 4,846,340
: g .- End of Dec. 1932 —_ 4 858,980
g Sk ! | March 6, 1933 — 4,858,981
! Records 1933 to end 1934 — Lost
End of 1935 — 4,865,384
End of 1936 — 4,867,715
End of 1937 - 4 870,083
End of 1938 — 4 872,754
End of 1939 — 4,872,799
End of 1940 — 4,872,843
To Nov. 1941 — 4 872 .864
Jan. 31, 1944 — 4,872,865

Have a good topic for an article? Why not jot it down and send it to the editorial
staff for publication? Feel free to send it via snail mail, email, carrier pigeon or tele-
gram.

We are also looking for members to do short tech talks at our meetings on various
topics related to Model A Fords. If you are interested, please contact one of our offi-
cers to schedule a time.

Model A Ford Parts Wanted

Specifically:
Horns, Carburetors, Model A Tools
and Model A Accessories

Contact Bill Griffith
609-723-1445

CHRIS |
SILIQUINI |

OPTICIAN

o>

ASSOCIATED

M ARCHITECTURE = PLANNERS

EDWIN L. DARDZINSKI RA
Registered  Architect

2540 Huntingdon Pike

Huntingdon Valley, 201 West Fairview Avenue
Pennsylvania 19006 Langhome, Penna 19047
215-947-3331 P tel/fax 215.752.6706
215-947-3346 F Cell 215.262.6134

email: eldarch@hotmail.com

ultimoeyewear(@verizon.net



KAZI ZOHA

owner

P. 2157020528
F. 215.702.0613
C. 2672101095

kazizoha@yahoo.com

MAY RENOVATIONS

Painting, Carpentry, Landscaping,
Paperhanging, Minor Electrical

Kevin May (215) 584-3387

PA STATE INSPECTION EMISSION TESTING

All Types of Auto & Truck Repairs
Complete Computer Diagnostics
39 Years of Service

114 Reetz Avenue + Hulmeville, PA 19047

215-752-3041

Schmidt Auto Body Inc.

613 BATH STREET

SHOP (215) 785-5776
BRISTOL, PA 19007

FAX (215) 785-3864

BANINS AUTO

Wheels,Tires,
ELectronics, & Custo
Accessories

Expert Custom Installations

GENERAL PAINTING

Robert A. Miller
President

(610) 783-0808
(610) 831-0134 Fax
RMILLER@generalpainting.com

“Protecting Surfaces Since 1973"

9010 Roosevelt Blvd
Philadelphia, PA 19115
Ph. 215.677.3916
Fax. 215.676.8279

DINER RTSTAURART

Open 24 hours...7 days a week ~ Take out available
Banquet facilities ~ Baking done on premises

DR. JONATHAN W. McCULLOUGH, FACO
'FELLOW ACADEMY OF CHIROPRACTIC ORTHOPAEDISTS

Hours By Appointment 35 Lakeside Drive

(215) 946-0444 Levittown, PA 19054
www.mcculloughchiropractic.com
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Hellertown Model A Show last year



