
Who are we: 

The Klaxon is the monthly newsletter of the Delaware Valley Model  

“A” Ford Club, Inc. and is circulated to all club members and other  

interested clubs.  The club meets on the first Thursday of each month 

at 7:30pm at Daley’s Service Center, 2749 Bristol Pike, Bensalem, PA 

19020. 

If you wish to contribute articles for publication in the Klaxon please 

do so by submitting them to the editor Steve Organ.  Other pertinent infor-

mation can be obtained from the officers.   

Technical and historical questions are encouraged and we’ll do our 

best to get the answers.  Questions can be submitted via 

E-Mail at: Sorgan@themaxwellgroup.org. 

 Club Officers 

President – Jim Maier   267-918-2078 

Vice President – Ted Kulesza  215-901-4305 

Secretary – Don Fortune   215-698-1256 

Treasurer – Don O’Hara   215-338-6368 

Editor - Steve Organ    215-840-1259  

National Director – Mike Etling  610-505-4504 

Activities/Parades – Ted Etling  215-802-8622 

http://www.dvmafc.org/ 
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Greetings:  
 

Please make sure that you send 
in the RSVP for the Banquet. 
The form should be in this issue 
of the newsletter. Bring your 
Model A’s for this event. We 
have a section of the parking lot 
reserved for our cars. Thank 
you to Jack Fritsch for doing the 
work to organize this event.  

 

That was a great turnout for the 
Ivyland 140th Anniversary Cele-
bration. Thanks to all who at-
tended. The Ivyland Borough 
website has pictures of the 
event on their website. Some of 
our cars are shown. You can 
view them at 
www.ivylandborough.org  Click 
on 140 Celebration Photos on 
the left. You will then find 5 pag-
es of photos.  

 

We had another great turnout 
for the Independence Day Pa-
rades. Again, thank you to all 
who attended. Steve Organ had 
a very good idea at our July 
meeting regarding these two 
parades. Instead of everyone 
just showing up, we should di-
vide those who are planning to 
attend into two groups, one for 
each parade.   

 
(Con’t on next Column) 
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Up Coming Events 

8/1/2013 Monthly Meeting at 
Daley’s Service Center 

See Insert for More Up-Coming 
Events 

Happy Birthday for   

August 2013 

If we missed your birthday please 
let the editor know 

Model A Club of the Dela-
ware Valley Annual  

Banquet 
 

Where: Tiffany Diner Restaurant, 
9010 Roosevelt Boulevard,     Phil-
adelphia 19115 

When: Sunday, September 22, 
2013 from Noon to 4pm 

See Insert 

Tom Smith    17 

Rick Foltz    21 

Rose Marie Gray  31 

This way no one needs to do both 
Lawncrest and Cheltenham Parades 
(unless they wish to). A little planning 
ahead could make things easier on 
everyone.  

 

Stay cool and enjoy your summer. 
Drive your Model A’s often! 

 

See you on the 1st!  

 Jim 

http://www.ivylandborough.org/�


Hard Chargers 
The Rock ‘Em, Sock ‘Em World of Bumper Cars 

Hagerty Classic Cars, Summer 2013 Edition 

 
Before texting, computer games and the Inter-
net, a day at any amusement park was a real 
treat.  Parks like Cedar Point or Great Ameri-
can in the Midwest and Playland and Jantzen 
Beach in the Northwest were favorites.  Their 
rides and cotton candy made any birthday or 
other significant occasion memorable.  The 
longest lines, however, were always for the 
bumper cars. 

 

The patent for the first bumper, or “Dodgem”, car was issued in March 
1921 to Max Stoehrer and his son Harold.  The rear steering devices 
were self-propelled and, according to the patent, they were “equipped 
with novel instrumentalities to render their manipulation and control diffi-
cult and uncertain by the occupant-operator in order to provide an 
amusement device.”  In other words, as detailed in a test by Scientific 
American, they were “highly unmanageable” and “the steering is only rel-
ative.”  Even Dodgem admitted that “you so somewhere, but you don’t go 
where you intend going.”  They were immediate success, as people liked 
smacking and banging into one another, and the Stoehrer’s were soon 
selling every Dodgem car they could produce. 

 

A pole at the rear of the car carried the electricity between the charged 
chicken-wire ceiling and tin floor, and the current would run an electro-
magnetic motor propelling it along.  To keep the riders in the cars they 
were told that they would get electrocuted if they stepped on the floor.  
When the operators were asked why they didn’t get electrocuted when 
they walked out to assist a stalled car, riders were told that they wore 
special porcelain insulators in their shoes! 

 

The first Dodgem ride opened in Salisbury Beach, Massachusetts, and it 
operated from 1921 until 1980.  Other sites quickly followed and Dodgem 
became the amusement ride of choice.  A 1927 company brochure listed 
136 amusement parks in the U.S. with Dodgem rides. 

Their popularity attracted the attention of the Lusse cousins, who operat-
ed a machine shop in Philadelphia.  They took the Dodgem design one 
step further; they realized that not only did people want to collide with 
someone, they wanted to choose with whom they collided. Their design 
allowed the operator to drive the Auto-Skooter in the direction intended, 
but it could also go backward as quickly as it went forward. 
Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 2 

In the late 1920’s and early 1930’, amusement 
parks adapted art deco aesthetics, with bold 
curves and streamlining, and bumper cars fol-
lowed, with stylized bodies that were very car-
like.  By the mid-1930’s, they were painted in 
bold colors and included hood ornament on a 
large polished cast aluminum grille.  To add to 
the realism, they soon had working headlights 
and taillights. 

 

They continued to evolve as automobiles did, 
and by the 1950’s some bumper cars even had 
Chevrolet emblems from local dealers.  They 
were now made of fiberglass and the Dodgem 
was marketed as “The Sensational Space-Age 
Dodgem”. 

 

The cars from both the Dodgem and the Lusse 
from the 1930’s and 40’s are very desirable to-
day, adding a unique period touch to any collec-
tion of vintage cars.  However, fully restored as a 
static display with bold paint, properly replicated 
upholstery and sparkling bright work, they can be 
an expensive proposition; According to Peter 
Foster, owner of Lusse Auto Scooters LLC, a 
restoration can cost between $15,000 and 
$30,000.  Some have been converted to 12-volt 
and can be driven at speeds of up to 20 mph.  
But, if you really want to get carried away, for 
around $150,000, a 750cc Kawasaki motor can 
be installed and your bumper car can be made 
street legal. 

Dodgem went out of business in the early 
1970’s and Lusse is still making the 
“Skooter,” although the majority of bumper 
cars are now produced by Spaggiari of Ita-
ly.  There are, however, a few parks that 
operate fleets of vintage Lusse Auto-
Skooters. As one enthusiastic rider stated, 
:”Once you’ve ridden these, everything 
else is just going around in circles.” 
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Trivia Question 

  

Which oil company was the 
first to offer road maps? 

 

Answer can be found on Page 9  

 

  



 

Pin-Ups still needed!! Please submit a 
short write- up on your car along with a 
picture (if it is not on the club website) to 
be added to our Member’s Spotlight  



 Trivia Question Answer 

  

Which oil company was the first to  

offer road maps? 
 Answer from page 7: Gulf Oil provided the 
first road maps to customers in 1913. 

 

  

  



                            Wheelin’ 

Borough of Ivyland – 

Ivyland Days – 140th Anniversary of Ivyland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, June 22nd the club displayed their cars at the Borough of Ivyland for their 140th anni-
versary.  The following members participated in the display: 

Bob Coates, Don Fortune, Bob Kehan, Steve Davidson, Steve Organ, Ted Kulesza, Pete Slusser 
and Ruth Pecarsky, Tom and Pat Smith, Joe and Cheryl Chamberlin, Paul Pettet, Dave and 
Shirley Sadowl, Willie Long, Jack Fritsch and Roxanne, Ted Etling and Guest, Joan and Bob Rus-
sell, Carol and Don Mannherz, Joe Weldon, Bob and Carol Pilon, Carl Pfeiffer, John and Olympia 
Schlacter. 

We had over 30 members and their gusts representing the club – Great Job!! 

July 4th Parades in Lawncrest and Cheltenham 

July 4th Parades 

 

Thanks to the following members who attended one or both of the July 4th Parades for the club: 
Steve Organ with John Schlacter as a rider, Paul Pettet and Margie Gray, Ted Kulesza his wife 
Jeanne and Grand Son, John Daley and Grand Son Brian, Al Kubis with his grand kids, Pete 
Slusser and Ruth Pecarsky, Bob Coates, Mike Etling and son Daniel, Mike Jr., Ted Etling, Steve 
Davidson, Don Fortune, Bob and Joan Russell, John and Kathy Korhonen, Stace and Joyce 
Leichliter, Don Mannherz, Jack Fritsch and Roxanne, Joe Staehly and Anne Harvey, Joe Cham-
berlain, Willie and Nephew Kevin, Bob Kehan and Dave and Shirley Sadowl (Sorry if we missed 
anyone-Please let the editor know for next month. 

 

 

Model A’s on Rising Sun Avenue for the Lawndale Parade 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wanted:   

Used set of 30-31 Deluxe Roadster Side Curtains—
Stained and Torn OK 

Call Don Mannherz—215-757-2623 

Giving a rare glimpse of the day's fashion, a group of 
men look over a crumpled car that sits by the side of a 
residential Boston street 

4 Little-known Facts About one of  the 
World’s Most Famous Products: 
1. Coke originated in 1886 as a tonic for Neu-

rasthenia, a mysterious condition marked 
by anxiety 

2. The Company Made Enough Novelty Items 
in 1913 to Supply Everyone who’d lived in 
the US Since 1650the US since 1650 

3. During WWII, Coke was Deemed an Essential Morale Booster 
and exempted from sugar rationing 

4. Coca-Cola is Reputedly the Second-Best Known Word on the 
Planet After O-Kay 



Tom and Pat Smith’s  

1930  

Model AA Truck 

 

Our Model AA Ford truck was original-
ly from Greenville, Texas. It came 
equipped with a parade platform and 
built-in benches to transport the family 
around the 6600 acre ranch 

. 
Driving it off the top level of the car 
carrier was my first experience behind 
the wheel of a Model A!  By noon time 
of that same day the backend was 
stripped down to the frame.  The res-
toration was in full swing. Over the 
next few months I restored it to its cur-
rent state. 

 

We're using to pick up our horse and 
farm supplies as well as just taking it 
out for a drive.  We tend to gather a 
crowd at the feed store with questions 
and thumbs up for this old truck! 

 

And yes, Pat does know how to drive 
it! 

  

Member’s Spotlight 

1143 Faunce Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19111-2703 
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